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Claims l-3(Original 

1, A ni0?nod of operati?ig a communica^ten$ network, ccmpmmg: 

a) establishing a dala flaw between a cu^tom^r tsrmir^a^ and afiorher 
d^t^ terminal, ?he data f\.cv4 conforming to a best-effort packet- 
routing protooDl; 

b) subsequently ^n^l^atmg uom the customer tetmmM im u^^ d the a 
switc?i0d v^tua^ c^rcu^t thfouoh the netvwrfe for ihm data flow. 

; 2; A m^^thccl according to dalm 1 induding a step, prbr to (b), of 

commur^icatin^ to the eustorner lerminaf data md^cating the avaSabyity of ^ 
mltched vHua^ drcuil: in tha network for jhe said data flow.. 

3. A method according to claim 2, ^ which the m4 <im ^ndica^ng the 
5 ^vailabiS^ty of ^ switched virtual circuJl comprises a URL havmg a format sp^dfi0 
to mmurm^ located on a drcu^^connect6d network. 

Claims 4-6(Currently Amended) 
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4. (Am©ndad) A method accofdjng to {my one oi the pmcecSng dasmsl iMm 
1, in which tha pack^^fout^ng protccof js Internet Protocol, 

5. (Am©ndsd) A mst^JOd according to [any one the pr ecedmg daims] olalm 
1, in whic^it l^^e swrlchiSd vim&i circuit Is established ift an ATM (asyftchronous transfer 
mods) network, 

6. (Amended^ A terminal for use in a method according to [any one of the 
preceding c^aJmsj the Sermfna^ indudmg a packet dafa inierfaoei for connection 
to a communications network, and means for initrating a switched virtual circuR in the 
communications network, which sTvfJched virtuat oireuft, m tise, provides a circuit- 
connected path for packet data communicated via the said packet data interface. 



Claim 7(Original) 

7. A oommunicarions netvvork mcluding one or mom l^mwmlB according to 
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